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Though the accusations made against Rakesh and 
Shika seem to be believable, we need substantial 
evidence to carry on our investigation

Sarvashreshth  
Tripathi, 
SP, Krishna district

In 2002, Visakhapatnam 
co-hosted the 32nd National 
Games alongside Hyderabad

Interstate coordination meet held
Vijayawada: DGP RP Thakur, along some senior 
police officials, will attend the interstate 
coordination meeting and discuss various 
election-related issues with the DGPs of the 
neighbouring states on Tuesday in Tirupati. 

Man killed in drunken brawl
Vijayawada: Machilipatnam police arrested a 
migrant worker from Dantewada, Lakshman, for 
murdering another worker over a financial 
dispute. The accused hit  Bhanu on his head in a 
fight that took place while they were drinking.

NRI murder: ‘Guilty will be brought to book’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

KRISHNA district police have 
not been able to ascertain why 
the murder of  55-year-old NRI 
businessman Chigurupati 
Jayaram was committed and 
who the culprit was, even after 
four days of  the crime.

The NRI, a resident of  Flor-
ida, USA, used to visit Hy-
derabad once a month to take 
care of  his businesses. He was 
the director of  Coastal Bank, 
owned a Pharma company — 
Zenotech Laboratories — in
Hyderabad and a few other 
businesses in Andhra Pradesh. 

He had also previously been 
the Managing Director of  a 
vernacular TV channel, Ex-
press TV (now closed). 

On January 31, he was found 
murdered in his car near 
Ithavaram village of  Nandiga-
ma mandal. 

Though the police depart-
ment has hinted at  the in-
volvement of  Jayaram’s niece 
Pulavarti Madhuri Chowdary 
alias Shika and her ex boy-
friend Rakesh Reddy  in the 

murder and taken them into 
custody, they could not gather 
solid evidence against them. 

However, according to some 
reports, Rakesh confessed to 
the crime during interroga-
tion and told the police that the 
plan to murder Jayaram was 
hatched at his house in 
Hyderabad. 

It has also been established 
that he went to Shika’s house 
a day before the murder. “The 
case is under investigation. 

Though the cercumstantial 
evidence pointed at the in-
volvement of  Rakesh and Shi-
ka, we need substantial proof  
to carry on our investigation,” 
said Krishna District SP  
Sarvashreshth Tripathi. 

The two suspects and three 
of  Rakesh’s friends are still be-
ing questioned, the SP said. 
“New characters and their re-
lationship with the deceased 
are being unearthed. The in-
vestigation will be completed 

soon,” SP added.
State Director General of  

Police (DGP) RP Thakur ex-
pressed confidence over the 
investigation being wrapped 
up soon and the accused being 
brought to book. 

“There is no political pres-
sure on the police. The allega-
tions of  political influence on 
the investigation are baseless. 
Whoever is involved in the 
crime will be arrested and
punished,” the DGP added.

Meanwhile, Krishna police 
reportedly took a decision to 
handover the case to Telanga-
na police as the incident hap-
pened in Hyderabad.

Shika, Rakesh remain prime suspects; allegations of political influence on investigation baseless, says DGP 

30th Road Safety Week 
begins in Vijayawada
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

DEPUTY Transport Commissioner E 
Meera Prasad released a brochure to 
mark the beginning of  the 30th Road 
Safety Week, which is being observed to 
promote awareness among people about 
the importance of  adhering to traffic 
rules and safety norms. The theme for 
this year’s week-long campaign is ‘Sad-
ak Suraksha-Jeevan Raksha’.

Participating in a programme organ-
ised by Krishna District Lorry Owners 
Association (KDLOA) in the city on 
Monday, Meera Prasad said that acci-
dent rate across the district has reduced 
gradually due to the proactive meas-
ures taken by the transport depart-
ment, and with the support of  the 
police.

Over the years, the number of  vehi-
cles plying on the roads has increased, 
thus making the Road Safety Week 
more relevant than before, he said.

People will be made aware of  the safe-
ty measures they should follow to avoid 
accidents through organising Burra 
katha, distributing pamphlets and con-
ducting rallies and seminars across the 
city. 

As part of  the awareness programme, 
officials will give Powerpoint presenta-
tions and play animated video clips on 
the theme, Meera Prasad said. 

KDLOA president AV Rama Rao and 
AP Lorry Owners Association general 
secretary YV Eswara Rao were present 
on the occasion.

3 CHILD 
WORKERS 
RESCUED
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THREE child labour victims 
of  Andhra Pradesh were res-
cued by the Government of  
Odisha and brought to the 
State on Monday under opera-
tion Muskaan. Additional 
DGP Amit Garg formed a team 
of  officials to rescue and bring 
back children under the super-
vision of  Saritha, Superinten-
dent of  Police, CID, Women
Protection. On Monday, the 
rescued children, all girls, 
were brought to Krishna and 
put in Prajwala Home for 
Girls, following the orders of  
Child Welfare Committee 
chairperson BVS Kumar.

New characters and their relationship with the deceased businessman are 
being unearthed. The investigation will be completed soon
Sarvashreshth Tripathi, SP, Krishna district

A timeline of 
events
February 5
Burra katha, distribution 
of pamphlets at Benz 
Circle (9 am), DTC Office 
(12 noon), Auto Nagar 
Society-1 branch (4 pm)

February 6
Burra katha, distribution 
of pamphlets near RTA 
Fitness Centre, opposite 
Gannavaram Airport 
(10.30 am)

Medical Camp at 
Transport Office, 
Vaddeswaram (10 am)

Road Safety Rally from 
KDLOA Hall, Benz Circle 
to Swaraj Maidan (4 pm)

February 7
Burra katha, distribution 
of pamphlets across city

February 8
Distribution of 
pamphlets near 
Pottipadu Toll Plaza  
(10 am)

February 9
Seminar on road safety, 
KDLOA Hall, Benz Circle 
(11 am)

Ticket scam: ‘EO should 
have filed police complaint’

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

KANAKA Durga Temple Executive Officer V 
Koteswaramma on Monday handed over the task of  
issuing darshan tickets to the regular staff  after alle-
gations of  irregularities surfaced against contract 
employees.

A few contract employees had issued several `300 
darshan tickets with the same serial number to devo-
tees and the issue was reported to the temple EO. Fol-
lowing this, she had intimated the One Town Police 
about the incident but she failed to lodge a complaint 
against the guilty, according to employees of  the tem-
ple .

A section of  the employees questioned as to why the 
EO did not file a police complaint, and recalled how 
former EO A Surya Kumari had suspended an at-
tender, N Chandrasekhar, for reselling `100 darshan 
tickets of  the same serial number to devotees in De-
cember 2017.

‘’How can Koteswaramma take the ticket scam issue 
so lightly? The scam has caused a huge loss to the dev-
asthanam revenue. Measures should be taken by the 
EO to prevent the recurrence of  such incidents,” a sen-
ior employee of  the temple said.

Rahu Ketu  
Pooja from 

Wednesday 
Sri Durga Malleswara 

Swamy Varla 
Devasthanam will 

conduct a new 
Arjitha seva, ‘Rahu 

Ketu’ pooja, from 
February 6. 

According to temple 
officials, the pooja 

will be performed on 
the vacant land near 

Nataraja Swamy 
temple during Rahu 

Kalam everyday. It 
costs `1,000 for two 

devotees to have 
the pooja 

performed. Devotees 
will be offered five 

different types of 
prasadams
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