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Today’s View 
 
BioHacking – A Chip Inside Your Shoulder 
 
According to a recent Gartner report, AI and biohacking would be the key 
trends guiding the future of technology. If you are wondering what biohacking 
means, simply put, it is the process of using science, biology, and self-
experimentation to take control of and upgrade your body, mind, and life. 
  
The report divides Biohacking into four unique categories: technology 
augmentation, nutrigenomics, experimental biology and grinder 
biohacking. It’s enabled by new technologies that include biochips, biotech, 
cultured or artificial tissue, brain-computer interfaces, augmented reality, 
mixed reality smart fabrics etc. 
 
The definition can be further extended to sensors and wearable devices, 
which could monitor work productivity. For some, Biohacking also includes 
non-prescription, “cognition-enhancing” drugs intended to increase worker 
effectiveness and sharpen focus. 
  
In Europe, Sweden is fast developing as a hub of biohacking. Thousands of 
people in Sweden have inserted microchips, which can function as contactless 
credit cards, key cards, and even rail cards, into their bodies. Once the chip is 
underneath the skin, there is no longer any need to worry about misplacing a 
card or carrying a heavy wallet. 
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Retail to etail, festive sales 
may grow in double digits 
 

Top retailers, marketers and 
ecommerce marketplaces 
expect upcoming festive 
season sales to be stronger 
than last year despite high fuel 
prices pinching pockets and 
depreciating rupee creating 
pricing pressure for electronic 
goods makers. 

 
 

Source – The Economic Times 
                                                            
READ MORE  
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They are part of growing number of Grinder biohackers that fixate on 
technology implants or chemical manipulation of the body. Grinders attempt 
to push the limits of technology and the human body to their limits, practicing 
body modification to improve their ‘hardware’. 
 

In the last few decades, science and medicine have taken giant leaps with 
according to a 'Wellness 2030' report by the Gottlieb Duttweiler Institute of 
Economic and Social Studies—life expectancy in the U.S. and Europe almost 
doubled between the years 1900 and 2014 (up from 41 to 76 years in the U.S. 
and from 43 to 80 years in Europe), extreme poverty in the world diminished 
from 75% to 10% within the past 70 years and the average work week in 
Western societies has dropped about one third since 1900. 
  
Biohackers with newer technologies would very well be reshaping the 
wellness industry with the wellness industry becoming an extension of the 
data economy. 
  
Another interesting trend is the progress in Neurotech where companies such 
as Elon Musk’s Neuralink, is said to be developing implantable brain–
computer interfaces (BCIs) that could connect the human brain to a 
computer. In the short term, the company aims at making devices to treat 
serious brain diseases with an eventual goal of human enhancement. More 
on Neurotech in our next view. 

 

Today’s News 
 

FinTech Valley Vizag in collaboration with SingEx India launched 
Vizag FinTech Festival 2018 
 

Fintech Valley Vizag in collaboration with SingEx India announced Vizag 
Fintech Festival, a week-long event slated on from 22-26 October 2018 at 
Novotel Hotel, Vizag. Vizag Fintech Festival will provide an industry platform 
for organizations to capitalize and penetrate into the lucrative Indian fintech 
market. The event will witness a congregation of India’s economic community 
to discuss industry trends, challenges and market insights including the Indian 
regulatory framework along with Global Fintech Ecosystem that focuses on 
converging finance and technology to create large avenues of growth through 
industry-enablers, world-class infrastructure, entrepreneurship and 
innovation. 
 

Source – AMB Crypto                                                                                                                        READ MORE 
 

Mastercard and Dream Payments Launch an API to Power Digital 
Payments for the Insurance Industry 
 

Dream Payments, a digital platform for banks and insurers, today announced 
that it has released a simpler way for insurers to optimize their claims systems 
and offer digital payments to consumers. With the Dream Claims Payment 
API, the first of its kind exclusively for the insurance industry, insurance 
companies can now more easily connect to the Dream Payments Hub and the 
Mastercard Send platform to pay claims digitally, rapidly and securely into the 
bank accounts and debit cards of their customers. 
 

Source – Insurance News Net                                                                                                            READ MORE 
 

This News Letter has been prepared with the assistance of G. Balakrishna and Aparna Anand 

India launches new digital 
bridge with Africa 
 

As part of India's reach-out to 
Africa, the External Affairs 
Ministry on Monday signed an 
agreement with the 
Telecommunications 
Consultants India Ltd. to 
establish a pan-African e-
network between the two 
nations. "This project, called the 
e-VidyaBharati and e-
ArogyaBharati Network Project, 
will serve as yet another bridge 
- a digital bridge - between our 
countries, shrinking the 
distance between India and 
Africa even more," External 
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj 
said at the signing ceremony. 
 

Source – The Pioneer 

                                                                                      
READ MORE  

 

BSNL gets ‘Unlimited reach 
and IoT solutions 
 

State-owned Bharat Sanchar 
Nigam Ltd (BSNL) has entered 
into a partnership with Unlimit, 
a part of the Reliance ADA 
Group, to provide Internet of 
Things (IoT) solutions and 
services to enterprise 
customers across India. 
 

Source – BusinessLine                                      
                                                 
READ MORE  
 

Paytm bets on local 
expertise to fend off rivals 
 

India's top digital payments 
firm, Paytm, is betting on its 
local expertise and a deep pool 
of backers to fuel business 
growth and fight off global rivals 
in a rapidly growing market, its 
chief executive said on Tuesday. 
Paytm, which started in 2010, 
became a household name in 
the country after a ban on high-
value currency notes in late 
2016 led to a cash crunch and 
spurred the use of digital 
payments. 
 

Source – The Economic Times 

                                                                                      
READ MORE  
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Upwards Fintech raises $5 million from Chinese venture fund 
Shunwei, others 
 
Fintech start-up Upwards Fintech Pvt. Ltd on Tuesday said it has raised $5 
million in a Series-A round from Chinese venture fund Shunwei Captial. 
Existing seed investors India Quotient and Mayfield also participated in the 
funding round. 
 
Founded in 2017 by IIT Delhi graduates Abhishek Soni and Nimesh Verma, 
Upwards Fintech provides personal loans within 24 hours up to Rs. 50,000 for 
salaried individuals without a credit history earning at least Rs. 15,000 a 
month. It claims to aggregate data from different mediums and generates a 
credit report with over 500 data points available. 
 
Source – Mint                                                                                                                    READ MORE 

 

After Bengaluru, Ather’s e-scooters to zip into Chennai, other cities 
 
Ather Energy, an Indian start-up making electric scooters, plans to launch in 
Chennai as part of its expansion. The company has already started working 
on the charging network — AtherGrid in Chennai and will set up an experience 
centre, AtherSpace, by the second quarter of 2019. This will be followed by 
expansion to other cities. 
 
On Tuesday, Ather Energy began deliveries of the Ather 450 electric scooters 
in Bengaluru. A select few customers were invited to its final assembly unit to 
take their Ather 450s home. Ather Energy opened pre-orders in early June 
2018, and has sold out its inventory for the rest of the year. 
 
Source – BusinessLine                                                                                                                         READ MORE 
 

Amazon, Uber outperform rivals Flipkart, Ola in customer 
satisfaction, loyalty 
 
Online retail firm Amazon.com Inc. and ride-hailing app Uber Technologies 
Inc. have outperformed their rivals, such as Flipkart and Ola, in terms of 
customer satisfaction and loyalty at a time that the consumer internet 
business is faced with declining overall customer satisfaction levels, a new 
report shows. A sectoral analysis of consumer satisfaction across the industry 
shows that newer segments such as health and fitness, online ticketing and 
hyperlocal services are outperforming online fashion and e-tailing. 
 
RedSeer Consulting’s white paper analysed net promoter scores (NPS) across 
the industry. This is a key customer satisfaction metric based on how likely 
customers are to recommend a brand or company. Both the e-tailing and cab 
hailing sectors, which together account for more than 80% of India’s 
consumer internet startup landscape, had an average NPS of over 25% in Q2 
2016. That number declined to just above 20% for the e-tailing sector and 
below that rate for the cab hailing space, by Q2 2018. A higher rate implies 
increased customer loyalty and satisfaction. 
 
Source – Mint                                                                                                                      READ MORE  

 

Amazon opposes voluntary 
censorship code move 
mooted by industry 
 

Amazon is opposing a move by 
its peers in the video-on-
demand industry in India to 
consider adopting an industry-
wide voluntary censorship 
code, fearing that it will alienate 
viewers. The ecommerce giant, 
which streams video on its 
subscription service Prime, is 
trying to dissuade other players 
to drop the idea, two people 
familiar with the matter said. 
 
Source – The Economic Times                                      
                                                  
READ MORE  

 

Ravelin raises £8M Series B 
to use machine learning to 
fight e-commerce fraud 
 

Ravelin, the London-based 
company using machine 
learning to help e-commerce 
companies fight and predict the 
risk of fraud, has raised £8 
million in Series B funding. The 
round is led by BlackFin Capital 
Partners, while existing 
investors Amadeus Capital 
Partners, Passion Capital, and 
Playfair Capital followed on. 
 
Source – TechCrunch                                      
                                                 
READ MORE  

 

Twitter announces over 50 
premium video content 
collaborations 
 

Twitter said it is expanding 
premium video content in Asia 
Pacific with over 50 live stream 
and video highlights 
collaborations. “Twitter unveils 
over 50 premium video content 
collaborations, bringing 
hundreds of hours of live 
stream and video highlights 
programming, across sports, 
entertainment and news, to the 
platform,” Twitter said in a 
statement. 
 
Source – BusinessLine 

                                        
READ MORE  
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Disclaimer: The views expressed in this newsletter are personal views of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of 

Bank of Baroda. Nothing contained in this publication shall constitute or be deemed to constitute an offer to sell/ purchase or as 
an invitation or solicitation to do so for any securities of any entity. Bank of Baroda and/ or its Affiliates and its subsidiaries make 
no representation as to the accuracy; completeness or reliability of any information contained herein or otherwise provided and 
hereby disclaim any liability with regard to the same. Bank of Baroda Group or its officers, employees, personnel, directors may 
be associated in a commercial or personal capacity or may have a commercial interest including as proprietary traders in or with 
the securities and/ or companies or issues or matters as contained in this publication and such commercial capacity or interest 
whether or not differing with or conflicting with this publication, shall not make or render Bank of Baroda Group liable in any 
manner whatsoever & Bank of Baroda Group or any of its officers, employees, personnel, directors shall not be liable for any loss, 
damage, liability whatsoever for any direct or indirect loss arising from the use or access of any information that may be displayed 
in this publication from time to time. 
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